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OUTLINE OF THE HOUSING SURVEY OF 1953

1. Purpose of the Survey

A housing census was conducted in 1948, but thereafter no sufficient statistical data have been-

prepared on the existing dwelling houses and the density of dwelling. The Survey of 1953 was.

made, therefore, in urban districts for the purpose of providing data on these items as well as on
the structure, equipments and degree of dilapidation thereby to clarify the degree of the shortage
of dwelling houses. These data are intended to constitute the basis of such policies as those for
construction of houses and improvement of home life conditions.

2. Authorization of the Survey

The Survey was a Designated Statistical Survey (Designation No. 14), which was authorized

by the Statistical Law of 1847, and was carried out in conformity with Prime Minister's Regulation

of Housing Survey of 1953 (Regulation No. 43, 1953).

3. Date of the Survey

The Survey was conducted as of 00.01, 1 September 1953.

4. Coverage of the enumeration

The enumeration was conducted as of 1 June 1953 covering the specified areas of all cities-
throughout the country except the South East Islands (including the Ryukyu Islands) to the south
of 29° north latitude, the specification of the areas to be covered in each city being made by the
Director of the Bureau of Statistics.

All dwelling houses were enumerated which existed in the specified areas on the date of the
Survey, including those vacant and under construction, together with other structures (excluding
ships) which though not dwelling houses were occupied by usual residents. Special houses or-
institutions, however, were not enumerated.

These were:

(1) Dwelling houses which were under the management of diplométic and other official

agencies of foreign countriese

(2) Dwelling houses rented by the foreign armed forces from Japanese Government

(3) Dwelling houses used for the Emperor’s families

(4) Prisons (including out-compound‘ places where people live and -work), youth priéons,

houses of detention, and reformatorise

(5) Houses for illegal immigrates .

(6) Camps of Security Forces and Coast Gurds except their issued dwelling houses outside

the camps

(7) Institutions for rehabilitation of ex-convicts

5. Enumeration items

Structures:
(1) Number of floors

(2) Kinds of structures (classified into 4 groups; Detached, tenement, apartment and other)
(3) Grand total of “{fsubo”D

Note: 1) One “isubo” equals two “tatami”. As for “tatami”, see Page 20.
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Dwelling houses and other structures occupied by usual residents:

(4) Xinds of living quarters (classified into 5 groups; dwelling houses used exclusively for
dwelling, dwelling houses combined with other uses, domitories, boarding houses and
non-dwelling houses)

(3) Names of heads of landlords’ households

(6) Number of households and their members (of landlords’ households or lodgers’ households,
and normal households or quasi-households) i

(7) Number of rooms (of landlords’ households or lodgers' households, and no:émal households
or quasi-households)

(8) Number of “fafami”® in rooms (of landlords’ households or lodgers’ households, and

normal households or quasi-households)

Dwelling houses except those under construction:
{(9) Structure of houses (classified into 3 groups; fire resisting, wooden structures, temporary
huts. The group of wooden structures is classified into 3 sub-groups by roofing)
(10) Extent of dilapidation (classified into 3 groups, dilapidated, repair needed and repair
unneeded)
Dwelling houses occupied by usual residents:
(11) Year of coastruction (classified into 5 groups; prior to 1813, 1913-1926, 1927-1941, 1942~
1944, since 1945)
(12) Tenure (classified into 3 groups; owned, rented, and issued ;. the owned group is classified
into 2 sub-groups; owned land and leased land)
(13) With or without kitchen, and exclusive or joint use of kitchen
(14) With or without water supply, and exclusive or joint use of water supply
(15) Type of drainage
(16) Exclusive or joint use of toilets
One survey unit drawn from 5 survey units:
(17) Occupation of households’ heads
(18) Class of workers of househo}ds’ heads

(19) Rent of houses or rooms

6. How the Survey was conducted

(1) Enumeration districts and enumerators:

The Survey was carried out on a sample basis, and Enumeration Districts of the 1950 Popula-
tion Census were used as sampling units ofn the Survey. In those cities which included 600 or
more EDs, each ED selected from all EDs in each city with sampling ratio of 1/3 was divided into
two areas with nearly same number of survey units, and one of the two was specified as the area
to be covered in the enumeration. But in other cities, each ED selected from all EDs in each city
with 1/2 ratio was divided into three areas, and one of them was specified.

7,019 enumerators were especially appointed to conduct the enumeration with about 200 survey
units per enumerator. Each enumerator made the preliminary survey during 3 days from 29 to 31
August 1953, and the actual enumeration during the period 1 to 15 September 1953.

(2) Organization in each poiitical division® | )

The enumeration, which was within the jurisdiction of mayors of ski, or heads of ki, was

carried out under the supervision of the governors of fo, do, fu, ken, and the enumeration within

Note: 2) As for “fatami”, see Page 20.
3) As for political divisions, #0, do, fu, ken, shi or ku, see Page 20.
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the jurisdiction of governors was planned and administered under the supervision' of the Prime
Minister.

(8) Enumeration Schedule: «

T
. - ?(e:;:é;‘g v DT ! '
. . . . . v B BXaxaRaEIE ) . i
The enumeration was carried out employing a schedule with 40 survey units entered together, & . 3 2 ! .
: . . . . <€ v s = !
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STATISTICAL TABLES
Note : '

ll) The numbers in Tables 1-17 are computed in‘the following manner:

With numbers less than 1,000, 5 and over are brought up discarding 4 and less; with numbers.

more than 1,000 and less than 10,000, 50 and over are brought up cutting down smaller figures; while

with numbers over 10,000, figures 500 and over are brought up discarding below.

But in the computation of the number of rooms or fatami (See 5) for fafami) per household

and the number of fatami per person which Table 10 carries, each of them is calculated down to:

the tenth decimal bringing up .05 and over‘cuttinfdown below.

In Tables 18-27, the numbers less than 10,000 brought up their final 50 and over cutting down

below; the numbers over than 10,000 brought up their final 500 and over cutting down below. But
in computing the rent per fatami (See 5) for fafami) of dwelling houses or rooms, 50 sen and over-

are brought up discarding below. Therefore the sum of all cases does not agree with the total.

['— instead of [0J is employed to show the absence of survey units.



