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The vast caldera with a perimeter of some 128 kilometers is one of the world’s rarest and
most astonishing sights.

—

Aiming to be Registered:
as World Cultural Heritage

Ancient people living in the crater basin formed their own entzrely unique customs.
Grassland maintained over the years by weed burning, mowing and ca.t.tleqaasturmg isa
landscape worthy of passing down for generations to.come, while it-is-a culturalasset in.

contemplatmg t'he importance of the coexzst?ﬁ!!‘bf nature and-human bemgs
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Cultural Landscapes of Aso

The vast grassland resulting from
such human activities as mowing,
weed burning and cattle pasturing
is a landscape made possible by
the coexistence of human and
nature and one seen only in Aso.
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Aso-Gogaku (the five mountains of Aso)

This is a collective name given to the
group of five peaks lined up on a single
volcanic depression: Neko-Dake,
Taka-Dake, Naka-Dake, Eboshi-Dake
and Kishima-Dake. Viewed from
Daikanbo located on the north side,
these craters are also known to resemble
a Nehanzo (reclining Buddha).
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Central Volcanic Cone Group

Naka-Dake crater in Aso-Gogaku
is one of the few places on the
planet where volcanic activity can
be observed up close.

Feel the astonishing energy of the
earth at the sight of constant
fumarolic activity.
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Aso Shrine

Aso Shrine has a history going back more
than 2,000 years and has long been the
center of worship as the chief Shinto shrine
in Higo Province.

With the Aso volcano placed as Go-shintai
(physical object of worship), Kako-Chinsai is
now held in June in a prayer for the
subsiding of volcanic activity.
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Nakadori Kofungun

This Kofungun is a group of
twelve ancient burial mounds
scattered in and around the rice
paddies.

These mounds built during the
5th and 6th centuries indicate
human activities and prosperity in
this area from the ancient days.
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Bungo Kaido

A major route back in the Edo
period that connected the castle
town of Kumamoto to Oita
Prefecture. The ancient
stone-paved road takes one on a
historical trip back to the days
when the road was crowded with
travelers.
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Kyushu Hinokuni Sp1r1t Festival

Saturday, September 28 - Sunday, September 29

Main venue: Sakuramachi/areas surrounding Hanabata in Chuo-ku,
Kumamoto and Symbol Promenade

The five major festivals selected as UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage - including Hakata Gion Yamakasa and
Yatsushiro Myoken Festival, as well as some 40 other festivals
from a total of nine prefectures from Kyushu and Yamaguchi all
come together for this amazing performance! Also joining in
the festivities are local cuisines, products and tourist
attractions of all 9 of these prefectures!
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Kumamoto Castle Special Admission
From Sunday, October 6 - open throughout the day on Sundays and holidays
* October 5, October 7 - 11: open in the afternoons only
* November 30, December 7, December 14: open throughout the day
1-1 Honmaru, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto
Special phase-by-phase admissions of the main tower will start
from October 5, 2019 in commemoration of the completion of
its exteriors at Kumamoto Castle where the rest of the
restoration work is still underway. Because the main tower was
covered by scaffolding for restoration work ever since the 2016
earthquakes, this partial admission has been long-awaited for by

visitors and local residents alike.
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Fujisaki Hachlmangu Annual Grand Festival

Monday, September 16

3-1 Igawabuchi; hi, Chuo-ku, Ki

This festival has a history dating back more than 1,000 years and is
said to attract 200,000 visitors in 5 days. Referred to as an event that
ushers in the autumn, this festival draws in the largest crowd in
Kumamoto.

The main attraction of the festival is “Jinko Gyoretsu (parade)”,
which features warrior (Zuihyo) parades tagging along four portable
shrines, followed by way over 10,000 beaters leading decorated
horses, all marching through the central part of Kumamoto City.
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Yatsushiro National Fireworks
Competition Festival

Saturday, October 19

Kumagawa riverbank greenery area, Watashimachi, Yatsushiro-shi
Thirty famous fireworks manufacturers from all over Japan
compete against each other in this festival. Fireworks show
staged dramatically to music and extra large-sized fireworks are
particularly popular with the spectators.

A total of 14,000 fireworks will be set off over the 120-minute
period at this year’s festival before the eyes of approximately

300,000 spectators.
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Yatsushiro Myoken Festival
Friday, November 22 - Saturday, November 23

Yatsushiro Shrine (Myoken Palace) in Myokenmachi,

Yatsushiro City; Tosakino-Kawara; and other locations

Held at Yatsushiro Shrine, this is one of the three major festivals of
Kyushu which has been handed down by the townspeople since the
end of Edo period. “Jinko Gyoretsu” is particularly favored for its
opulent parade of lions, decorated horses and kida (mythical creature)
that goes on as long as 1 kilometer in length. On the night before the
festival, the sites will be packed with people enjoying demonstrations
of traditional performance arts and rows of food booths.
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Art Aquarium Castle

Saturday, November 2 - Monday, January 13 *Closed on Tuesday, December 31
Exhibition Hall in Kumamoto Castle Hall, 2-17 Sakuramachi, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto
This seminal art installation features graceful goldfish and
other ornamental fish in an enchanting setting choreographed
with a highly artistic aquarium and lighting.

Don’t miss the “ceiling goldfish,” a reproduction of a folklore
about a wealthy merchant in the Edo period who made the
ceiling out of glass fish tank to enjoy his goldfish!
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Tamana Otawara Festival
Saturday, November 23

Main venue: areas surrounding Tamana City Hall in Iwasaki, Tamana City
The festival is known for a thrilling event of rolling huge straw rice
bags with a diameter of 2.5 m and width of 4 m, weighing 1 ton.
Situated right at the mouth of the Kikuchi River, Tamana City
flourished during the Edo period as the trading center of harvested

rice.
This festival held in gratitude for an abundant harvest will see its
23rd time this year. In addition to rice bag racing, there will be food
booths lined up for visitors” enjoyment.
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Kurokawa Onsen Yuakari

Saturday, December 21 - end of March

1

Kawabata street in K
Quickly established as a popular wintertime tradition, this is
an event of hanging bamboo lanterns that light up the streets
of Kurokawa hot spring town located in satoyama
(village-vicinity mountain).

Enjoy this alluring and magical harmony of light and shadow
from sundown to 22:00 during the winter of each year.

Onsen, Mi i i hi, Aso-gun
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Gift...

Kuma Shochu

Shochu making is said to have begun by early 16th century in
Kuma region at the southern end of Kumamoto Prefecture.

Only that made from rice and water from the Hitoyoshi/Kuma
region is entitled to be called Kuma shochu.

28 distilleries still exist in the region, continuing on the traditional
manufacturing process to retain the distinctive flavor. Kuma
shochu is characterized by its rich aroma and full body.
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Premium confectionery - Higo Rokka

These are prime confections made finely from Nerikiri dough and
to the details of each flower by artisan confectioners certified as
first-class technicians. Nerikiri is a traditional skill of making
crafted sweets from sweet white bean paste combined with gyuhi
which is made of glutinous rice.
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Kutami Uchiwa

These traditional fans have been crafted for over 400 years by
pasting Washi over a bamboo framework and coating with
kaki-shibu. Made from juice extracted from unripe persimmons,
kaki-shibu is used to protect the fan from water and increase
durability while also working as an insect repellent. The longer the
fan is used, the more one would feel attached to the shades of
bamboo and Washi that grow deeper and richer over time.
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Mustard Lotus Root

It is said to have first started when the priest of Suizenji came up
with this idea as nourishment to offer to Hosokawa Tadatoshi, the
lord of Kamakura who was invalid and had a poor appetite for food.
The crispness of battered and deep-fried lotus root and the hot and
pungent flavor of mustard makes it a true local favorite of
Kumamoto.
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Tourist Information Center

The Tourist Information Center provides an array of tourist
information on Kumamoto City and other parts of the prefecture.

Get useful local information on sightseeing destinations,
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recommended tourist attractions and lodging in Kumamoto in the ARy 7 BHET 2 BRNEN 2R s 1

brochure section or from one of the staff at the information
counter standing by to assist you at all times. One-day passes for
trams and buses are also sold here. Services are available in
English and other foreign languages, and brochures and maps are
available in 4 languages (Japanese. English, Korean and Chinese).
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Sakuranobaba Josaien

Tourist Information Center
TEL: 096-322-5060 Hours:9:00 to 17:30 Close:12/30~12/31
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LAN service.
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Kumamoto Station Tourist Information Center
(open 7 days a week)

TEL: 096-327-9500 Hours:8:00 to 19:00

KUMAMOTO FREE Wi-Fi is a free public
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To use KUMAMOTO FREE Wi-Fi:

1.0pen the Wi-Fi settings on your device and select kumamoto-free wifi from the list of

networks (SSID)
2.Launch the browser

3.Complete the user registration on the registration page to get connected to the internet
User registration is required only on the first use for each system.
From the second time around, just select kumamoto-free-wifi on Wi-Fi network (SSID).
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Kumamoto Prefectural

Museum of Art
REARIEITEAMTEE

Kumamoto Prefectural
Traditional Crafts Center
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Kumamoto Castle
SakuranobabadJosaien Tourist Information Center
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Kumamoto Castle Hall
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