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All of Kumamoto’s Finest in One Place

Kumamoto Prefectural Traditional Crafts Center

Featuring a shop, exhibition galleries, and workshops so you can see, touch,
and learn about all of the trafitional arts and crafts of Kumamoro.

Chibajomachi 3-35, Chuo-ku, Kumamorto City Tel: 096-324-4930 Hours: 9:00-17:00 Closed:
Mon (next day if holiday), 12/28-1/4 Admission: Free Exhibition admission: Adults ¥210,
University students ¥130
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Try Kumamoto’s Traditional Gold Craft

Higo Zogan

Higo zogan is an intricate style of gold inlay used to decorate sword hilts and
other accessories. Try making your own in one of the workshops.

Shinmachi 3-2-1, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto City Tel: 096-324-4488 (Mitsusuke Higo Zogan)
Hours: 9:00-17:00 (Sat/Sun/Hol 10:00-16:00) Open year-round (workshops not available on
Sun/Hol) Price: Workshop ¥3500 (reservations reqd, takes about 1 hour)
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Dynamic, fluid designs

Shodai-yaki Pottery

Shodai-yaki pottery is characterized by its uniquely colored straw-ash glazes.
Visit some of the potters in the Nankan area of Arao City or try to make
your own.

Tel: 0968-68-1623 (Shodai-yaki Pottery Maker Association Office in Sueyasu-gama)
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A souvenir straight out of yesteryear

Kutami Uchiwa Fans

The neighborhood of Kutami in Yamaga has long been famous for its special
style of uchiwa fans. Visit this shop to see artisans at work.

Kutami 1648-1, Kamotomachi, Yamaga City Tel: 0968-46-2051 (Kurikawa Shoten)
Hours: 9:00-17:30 Closed: Sun/Hol

The Beauty of Kumamoto Crafts
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One of Japan's most famous crafts

Japanese Sword Smithing

See this ancient craft passed on from generation to generation and watch
sword cutting exhibitions.

Kawanobori 1907-80, Arao City Tel: 0968-68-2250 (Matsunaga Swordsmith)
Hours: Contact before visiting Price: Tour, Nameplate Making ¥1000 each
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Try a Traditional Craft

Koda-yaki Pottery

Koda-yaki pottery, with it's characteristic white clay inlay designs, flourished under the Agano family as
the ofhicial style of the Kumamoto Domain. Denshichi offers pottery workshops (for 2 or more people).

Ima 229, Hikawacho, Yatsushiro-gun Tel: 0965-62-2452 (Denshichi) Hours: 9:00-18:00
Closed: Check for details Price: Pottery workshop ¥1500 and up (reservations reqd, inlay costs
extra, 2-hour workshop)
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Make your own Japanese knife

Hitoyoshi Blademaking

‘The Hitoyoshi-Kuma region is famous for its knives, hatchets, and farming tools made
according to long-held traditions. We recommend the make-your-own knife workshop.

Shimosatsumazemachi 1596-3, Hitoyoshi City Tel: 0966-24-2597 (Minomo Blacksmith
Workshop) Hours: 9:00-17:00 Closed: 12/29-1/3 Price: Knife-making workshop ¥3500 and
up (reservations reqd, 1-hour workshop)
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Candles that burn with a gentle glow

Wa-Rosoku

Make your own candles by melting wax from Minamata wax trees and
pouring it into wooden molds. You can also add a message to your candle.
Tsukinoura 453-3, Minamara City Tel: 0966-62-2180 (Samurai Kaido Hazenoki-kan) Hours:

9:00-17:00 Closed: Mon (next day if holiday), 12/30-1/4 Price: Japanese candle workshop
¥250 and up (don’t need reservations, 1.5-hour workshop)




