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A festival of traditional floats and parades

Yatsushiro Myokensai

Yatsushiro’s most famous festival featuring many floats and parades that look like
a scene from an old Japanese painting. UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.
Yatsushiro Myoken Shrine and throughout the city Tel: 070-5819-8246 (Myokensai Preservation

Promotion Council) Parade is held yearly on Nov 22 & 23. Floats are always on display at Myoken Shrine.
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A shrine with over two-thousand years of history

Aso Shrine

Buildings damaged in the Kumamoto Earthquakes are now under repair.
‘There are quaint shops and natural springs located just outside the shrine.
* photo ot} gate before earthquake

Miyaji 3083-1, Ichinomiyamachi, Aso City Tel: 0967-22-0064
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Constructed in the unique Momoyama architecture style

Aoi Aso Shrine - National Treasure

Main hall, corridor, hall of offerings, hall of worship, and tower gate are National
Treasures. Offers valuable insight into early Kuma Region architecture.
Kamiaoimachi 118, Hitoyoshi City Tel: 0966-22-2274
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Beaten to pray for a bountiful harvest

The Rainmaking Drums of Uto

Museum has 26 drums and 3 gon%s on display used to pray for rain and in
festivals, along with other drum-related displays.

Miyanoshomachi 406-2, Uto City Tel: 0964-22-1930 (Uto Taiko Museum) Hours: 9:00-16:30
Admission: Adults ¥100, JHS and ES students ¥50
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Higo Rokka
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Six types of flowers (chrysanthemum, camellia, sasanqua, lily,
morning glory, and peony) specially cultivated in Kumamoto
by samurai centuries ago.
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Higo Koryu
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Higo Koryu is a style of tea ceremony similar to the original
style of Sen no Rikyu. Some movements unique to Higo
Koryu allow for the ceremony giver to perform the ceremony
while wearing a sword.
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Noh, founded around the 14th century, came to Kumamoto
with Kato Kiyomasa and was passed on to the ruling
Hosokawa clan. Noh performances can be scen during the
Autumn Festival at Fujisakigu Shrine and at the Izumi Shrine

Summer Festival.
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Takedaryu Yabusame
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Yabusame is the art of horseback archery and it has a long
history in Kumamoto. Performances can be seen at the Spring
and Fall Festivals at Izumi Shrine and the Kumamoto Castle
Oshiro Matsuri.
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Countryside traditions

Tsujunkyo & Seiwa Bunraku

Tsujunkyo’ (under repair) is one of Japan's largest stone arch bridges. Visit museum to see aqueduct in action on
huge 200-inch screen. Seiwa Bunraku is only place in Kumamoto to see traditional bunraku puppet performances.

Tsujunkyo Roadside Station Shimoichi 184-1, Yamatocho, Kamimashiki-gun Tel:
Admission: Adults ¥300, Children ¥150 Closed: 12/29-1/3

0967-72-4844 Hours: Museum 10:00-16:00

Seiwa Bunraku-kan Ohira 152, Yamatocho, Kamimashiki-gun Tel: 0967-82-3001 Scheduled shows: Sun (2nd & 4th Sun only
Dec-June) start 13:30, HS students and up ¥1600, JHS students ¥1000, ES students ¥800




