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Treasures of the Hosokawa Family on Permanent Exhibit

Kumamoto Prefectural Museum of Art

Precious pieces of art and historical documents related to the Hosokawa family are on permanent
display in the Hosokawa Collection Room. The museum also holds rotating exhibits.

Ninomaru 2, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto City Tel: 096-352-2111 Hours: 9:30-17:15 (last entry: 16:45)
Closed: Mondays (next day if holiday), Around New Year's Special exhibits, etc., charge admission
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Feel the History, Culture, and Nature of Kumamoto
Kumamoto City Museum

The Naminashimaru (National Important Cultural Property), a boat used during the Sankin Kotai trips to
Edo by the nobility, is on permanent display here. This history of Kumamoto is connected to its future.

Furukyomachi 3-2, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto City Tel: 096-324-3500 Hours: 9:00-17:00 (last entry 16:30) Closed:
Mondays (next day if holiday), 12/29-1/3, during maintenance, etc. Admission: Adults ¥400, HS & University
students ¥300, JHS students and younger ¥200 (planetarium costs extra)
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Learn with a Volunteer Guide
Explore Kumamoto

Learn about the castle and downtown Kumamoto from an amateur guide.
Available in English, Korean, and Chinese.

Tel: 096-356-2333 (Kumamoto Yokatoko Guides) Hours: 9:00-17:00 (16:00 on Sat, Sun,
Hol) Price: Free, ¥2000 for guide transportation 3 Reservations req'd 3 days in advance
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Appreciate the Elegance of this Traditional Garden

Suizenji Park

Suizenji Park was designed to be best enjoyed by strolling through it. The park has many
highlights, including a traditional teahouse, the Higo Rokka flowers, and noh performances.

Suizenjikoen 8-1, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto City Tel: 096-383-0074 (Izumi Shrine Office) Hours:
(Mar-Oct) 7:30-18:00 (last entry: 17:30), (Nov-Feb) 8:30-17:00 (last entry: 16:30) Admission:
Adult ¥400, JHS and ES students ¥200
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Shrine to Kato Kiyomasa with a View of the Castle

Honmyoji Temple

This is the family temple of the Kato clan, with a history stretching back over 400
years. The Jochibyo shrine located within is dedicated to Kato Kiyomasa and keeps
watch over Kumamoto Castle.

Hanazono 4-13-1, Nishi-ku, Kumamoto City Tel: 096-354-1411 (Honmyoji Temple)
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Where Undefeated Swordsman Miyamoto Musashi Penned His Book of Five Rings
Reigando

‘This is the cave where master duelist Miyamoto Musashi wrote his treatise on the art of fighting
during the final years of his life in Kumamoto. The cave also houses a shrine to Iwato Kannon.

Hirayama 589, Matsuomachi, Nishi-ku, Kumamoto City Tel: 096-329-8854 (Unganzenji
Temple) Hours: 8:00-17:00 Admission: Adults ¥200, JHS and ES students ¥100
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An Elaborately Designed Japanese Garden for the Nobility

Shohinken

This garden features a teahouse built by an early ruler of Yatsushiro which he
dedicated to his mother. Beautiful Higo irises bloom here in the beginning of June.

Kitanomarumachi 3-15, Yatsushiro City Tel: 0965-33-0171 Hours: 9:00-17:00 (last entry: 16:30)
Closed: Mondays (next day if holiday), 12/28-1/4 Admission: Adults ¥500, JHS and ES students ¥250
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Explore a Town of White-Walled Storehouses

Strolling through Takase

‘This is a walk through Takase, an old town that prospered as a place where local rice was brought
in after harvest. Talk with shopkeepers in Takase and learn about he history and culture of Tamana.

Takase 155-1, Tamana City (meet at Takasegura) Tel: 0968-72-5313 (Tamana Tourism Association)
Price: ¥500 (includes souvenir, reservations req'd by morning of day before) Tour time: 2 hours




