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400 Years Under Kato Kiyomasa & the Hosokawa Clan

The Winds that
Changed Kumamoto

Constructed over 400 years ago, Kumamoto Castle still stands as the protector of the
history of Kumamoto. Lord Kato Kiyomasa—the castle's architect and former ruler of
Kumamoto—and the lords of the Hosokawa Clan who followed him developed a rich
culture deeply informed by a samurai aesthetic. Both Kato Kiyomasa and Hosokawa
Tadatoshi (the first of the Hosokawa rulers in Kumamoto) were not locals—they were
kaze-no-hito, people of the wind. They brought the winds of reform to Kumamoto and
built the foundations of what Kumamoto is today. Kumamoto’s unique cultural touch-
points are influenced by samurai culture: from the Higo Koryu school of tea ceremony that
incorporates aspects of samurai etiquette, to the Higo Rokka (“Six Flowers of Higo”) bred
at the skilled hands of warriors and the Higo Zogan style of metal inlay used to decorate
samurai swords. Throughout its history, Kumamoto has absorbed new knowledge and

technologies to develop a variety of unique traditional cultures and arts.
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